The globe of the eye is composed of the segments of two spheres of different diameters, of which the cornea is the segment of the less sphere ; in consequence of which, the antero-posterior diameter of the globe is much its larger diameter." The cornea being a segment of a smaller sphere than that of which the * Although Willis mentions the lenticular ganglion as a small round plexus, whence arise delicate filaments, which surround the optic nerve, Scliacher, according to Valentin, was the first (De C'ataracta, 1701, ? 9) who gave a true description of the ganglion, and of its short and long root.
Montreal is certainly not the place from which we should have looked for a comprehensive treatise on Ophthalmology, such as is indicated by the title of the work before us.
To produce such a treatise successfully, we should have thought that an author, however large his field of practical experience might be, would feel the need of that familiarity with the general advance of knowledge on his subject, which cannot be derived from the mere reading of books and periodicals, and which can scarcely be acquired by any but those who live in the midst, or on the borders, of its current. We do not believe that an intelligent surgeon, in any part of the world, can be cut off from the power of making new and valuable observations; and of contributing, if so disposed, to the advance of his science and art, by the publication of them. But we are as far from thinking that a systematic treatise, which must necessarily be produced under circumstances of great disadvantage, is the appropriate vehicle for them. We had prepared ourselves to find our author offering some reasons for so undesirable a course, and stating the grounds upon which he had come forwards to instruct the public upon the science as well as the practice of Ophthalmology, with some apology for the probable imperfections and errors of his treatise, such as might fairly be attributable to his isolated position. Scarcely anything of this kind, however, do we meet with ; the following extract from the preface, being the only passage in which he sets up any claim to a lenient judgment; and the conclusion of this, as our readers will see, being couched in a tone of pretension, which at once removes all ground for the exercise of any peculiar tenderness in the estimation of Mr. Howard's claims as a public instructor on Ophthal- 
